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Washington, DC -- Today, U.S. Representative John W. Olver                (D-First District) announced a total of $244,165 in Federal Highway                grants from the Department of Transportation for three Scenic Byway                projects in Western Massachusetts.              

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has approved the application                from the historic Mohawk Trail to join the Federal Scenic Byway                Program and will allocate $142,000 for implementation of specific                projects. The project will maintain, interpret and promote the unique                historical, cultural and scenic resources along the Mohawk Trail                in Franklin and Berkshire Counties. Additionally, the project includes                funding for a roadside educational program on the trail's history,                land protection programs, and a program linking recreational sites.              

Rep. Olver said, "This trail showcases the beauty of western Massachusetts.                I applaud FHWA for recognizing the historical significance of this                area. This designation will not only provide scenic preservation,                but will also create new economic opportunities by increased tourism                in the region."              

The Mount Greylock Scenic Byway Implementation project in Franklin                and Berkshire Counties also received $43,208 in federal funds. This                will allow further implementation of the 1997 Federal Scenic Byway                Designation from the FHWA. The project includes tourist information                brochures, safety improvements to hiking resources, road safety                improvements, as well as improvements to pedestrian and bicycle                access.              

"Creating a safer Mount Greylock Byway Corridor has been a high                priority of mine. Everyone who drives along the corridor will now                be able to focus on the beauty that this area has to offer, without                jeopardizing their safety." Olver added.              

The $58, 960 in funding for the Jacob's Ladder Trail in Lee and                Becket will be used to design and construct a handicapped accessible                trail at the junction of Route 23 and Jacob's Ladder Trail Scenic                Byway. In addition, this grant will provide funds for educational                nature sign as well as accessible picnic tables and rest benches.              

"FY 1998 funding continues to add important improvements to the                Scenic Byways throughout western Massachusetts," Olver said.              
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